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we can afford, you’ve got to vote for Debbie
and Al and Joe. If you believe in a woman’s
right to choose and if you believe in the hate
crimes legislation and building one America
that we can all be a part of, you’ve got to
vote for Debbie and for Al and Joe.

That is clear. And you have to do what
you can. This is the most important thing of
all. I know I am, if I might use an expression
out of my faith, I know I am preaching to
the saved today. But what I’m trying to say
to you is, it is not good enough even for you
to come here to this fundraiser. Every one
of you, every one of you, has friends who
may not even be Democrats, but they cer-
tainly aren’t as interested in politics as you
are. They never come to fundraisers like this.
They don’t think about this stuff all the time.
But they’re good citizens, and they will show
up and vote. And they have to understand
it’s a big election with big choices, with big
differences that have huge consequences to
the lives our children will have.

So I implore you, if you believe in what
you did in coming here today, go out there
and tell people if they want to keep the pros-
perity going and extend it, if they want to
get this country out of debt, if they want to
see all our seniors have the medicine they
need as more and more of us grow older,
if they want to preserve a right to choose
for a woman and the right to build one Amer-
ica without regard to all the differences that
make this a great and interesting country,
there is only one choice in this election:
Debbie Stabenow, Al Gore, and Joe
Lieberman.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Brian Hermelin, president, Active
Aero, Inc., and his wife, Jennifer; Mr. Hermelin’s
father, David B. Hermelin, former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Norway, and his wife, Doreen; and polit-
ical activist Mildred (Millie) Jeffrey, to whom the
President awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom on August 9. Representative Stabenow
is a candidate for U.S. Senate from Michigan.

Remarks at a Dinner for
Representative Debbie Stabenow
in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

August 22, 2000

Thank you. Well, first I’d like to thank Bill
and Michelle for letting us come into their
home while it’s still new. [Laughter] It might
have been built for this event, who knows?
[Laughter] It’s a really beautiful place, and
they’re really good people. They’ve been so
good to me and Hillary and the Vice Presi-
dent and Tipper. And thank you for helping
Debbie, and thanks for being my friend all
these long years. I’m very grateful to you.

I want to thank all your officeholders who
are here—Jennifer Granholm, whose hus-
band was giving me some tips on how to be
the spouse of a candidate. [Laughter] And
I listened very carefully. I don’t want to blow
this. [Laughter] I thank Dale Kildee for
being my friend and for working with us for
8 years for the interests of the families of
Michigan and the United States. It’s been
really great.

And I can’t say enough about Carl Levin.
He and Barbara rode over here with us, and
we were talking about the last 8 years, and
I was thinking about all the things that he
has educated me on. But I can tell you that
he is one of the handful of people that is
universally respected in the Senate by every-
body, and when he talks, everybody listens.

I want to thank all of you who worked on
this event. I see Peter Buttenweiser back
there. Thank you, sir, and all the rest of you
who helped to make this successful. And I’d
like to say my special word of appreciation
to Jane Hart for being here tonight. You
know, when I was a young man in college,
I worked for Senator Bill Fulbright, who was
then the chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, and it was a very long time ago.
But I remember vividly when I was there,
one of the most tumultuous times in modern
American history. We had big struggles over
civil rights, big struggles over riots in the
streets, big struggles over Vietnam. And I re-
member very vividly how Senator Phil Hart
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conducted himself, how he spoke, what he
said, and how other people respected him.

And one of the reasons that Debbie
Stabenow ought to go to the Senate, apart
from the fact that she will vote more like
Phil Hart would have voted and speak more
like he would have spoken, is that we in the
Democratic Party have tried our best to work
in good faith with the Republicans, and we
have tried to end the politics of personal hos-
tility and negativism. And I think almost as
important as anything else, Debbie will re-
store, along with Hillary and President Gore
and Vice President Lieberman, a sense of
real humanity to our national political life.
The American people will say one more time,
‘‘We don’t like that stuff. We sent you up
there to do a job. We want you to treat each
other with respect, and we want you to show
up for work every day.’’ That is the legacy
of Phil Hart that I remember and one I will
always remember. And I’m very honored that
you’re here tonight, Jane, and I thank you
very much.

I’d also like to say at the last meeting—
I don’t even know if he’s here tonight but—
if he came over here—but I saw Matt
Frumin, who was one of the original cochairs
of my Saxophone Club who is now running
for Congress in the 11th district. [Laughter]
And he’s really doing a good job, and I hope
you’ll help him as well.

Now, if you heard what I said in Los Ange-
les, I don’t know that I have much more to
say about—[laughter]—about what I think
this election is all about. But I will try to
be briefer and more colloquial. First of all,
I am profoundly grateful to the people of
Michigan for voting for me twice, by big mar-
gins, the last time by almost twice the margin
by which we prevailed in the country. The
people of this State have been good to me
and have come to reflect the diversity and
the success that has been the hallmark of
America in these last 8 years. And I’m very,
very grateful.

Secondly, this is the first time in 26 years
they’ve held an election when I wasn’t on
the ballot. [Laughter] I used to have to run
every 2 years. And as I’ve often joked, most
days I’m okay about it, because I feel—my
heart is full of gratitude, and I’m really rather
looking forward to trying to figure out what

to do in the next chapter of my life and how
to be a good citizen. I have 5 months, and
I intend to do a great deal in these last 5
months as President. But I speak today also
as someone who for most of his political life
was a citizen activist.

I was 8 years old handing out cards for
my uncle who was running for the legislature.
I spent 20 years working for other people
before I spent 24 years scurrying around on
my own behalf and also working for other
people. And what I would like to say to you
is, I have now lived long enough to know
that sometimes you’re most in trouble in po-
litical life when you think you’re least in trou-
ble. You’re most vulnerable as a people when
we think we’re least vulnerable. And the big
danger when things are going well is that you
think you can go to sleep.

There are a lot of young people here. Bill
and Michelle and their wonderful kids are
here. A lot of the rest of you brought your
kids here. And they, most of them, don’t
know this, but anybody who is over 30 years
old has lived long enough to have made at
least one whopper of a mistake in your life,
not when times are going real poorly but
when times were going so well you thought
there was simply no consequence to the fail-
ure to concentrate. If you live long enough,
you’ll make one of those mistakes.

And so what I want to say is, if the people
of Michigan understand the difference in
Debbie’s voting record and her opponent, if
they understand the difference in her posi-
tions on the issues that are hanging fire today
and her opponent’s, if they understand the
general difference in her approach to how
America should go into the 21st century and
her opponent’s, she will win the election. I
don’t think any of you doubt that.

So wouldn’t it be ironic if the big adversary
of Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and the new
candidate in my family, Hillary—and some
of you have already helped, and for that I
am very grateful—and Debbie was the very
success that all of us have worked so hard
to help the American people create. Now,
that is what I want you to think about.

And I don’t want you to just think about
it tonight; I want you to think about it every
day between now and the election. Because,
as much as I appreciate the money you have
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contributed to her campaign and as much
as I hope you’ll keep trying to help her and
all the rest of our crowd’s races, it’s not
enough, because America has to be thinking
about this election in order for us to prevail.
We can’t sleepwalk through it. We can’t sort
of sidle into it. We’ve got to actually think,
‘‘Oh, my goodness, there’s an election, the
only time in my lifetime we’ve had this much
prosperity with the absence of domestic crisis
and foreign threat. We have the chance to
build the future of our dreams for our kids.
What is this about?’’

And every one of you know lots and lots
of people who are far less involved in politics
than you are, people who are your relatives,
people who are your friends, people with
whom you work, people with whom you wor-
ship, people with whom you play golf or bowl
or whatever you do. You know a lot of people
that you really like and care about who aren’t
nearly as into this as you are. But they’re
good people, and they’re good citizens, and
they’re going to show up on election day.
They’re going to vote, sure as the world. If
they have to walk through the ice, they’ll go
vote. Don’t you want them to know what this
is about, and don’t you want them to have
at least the same framework you do?

This is the whole shooting match, folks.
We have the chance to build the future of
our dreams for our children. It’s a big elec-
tion. We will never forgive ourselves if we
sleepwalk through it. It may not come around
again in your lifetime.

If you heard my convention speech you
heard me talking about the late sixties. That’s
the last time we had an economic run this
long. And I’m telling you, I finished high
school in the middle of it, and if anybody
had told me that within 2 years we’d have
riots in the streets and within 4 years Dr.
King and Bobby Kennedy would be dead and
the President that I admired so much, Lyn-
don Johnson, wouldn’t run for reelection and
the country would be split in two and then
we’d have a divisive Presidential election, and
then the economic expansion would be over,
I would never have believed it. I would never
have believed it.

Now, we’re more fortunate this time. We
don’t have that level of internal crisis or ex-
ternal threat right now, but we have to con-

centrate. And you’ve got to go out and tell
everybody you know that this is an important
election with the opportunity of a lifetime
to build the future of our dreams.

Then you’ve got to tell people, ‘‘Hey, there
are real differences here that are big and
have practical consequences for the lives of
the families in Michigan—huge difference in
economic policy.’’ Do you really believe that
right now we should say, ‘‘We’ve got a $2
trillion projected surplus, and we ought to
give it all away in a tax cut right now?’’ Right
now, give it all away for the next 10 years,
before the money comes in, before we see
about the emergencies, before we set aside
anything for education or health care or do
anything to lengthen the life of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare or give up trying to get
the country out of debt to keep interest rates
down, the stock market high, and growth
going and jobs coming in?

This is huge. I promise you most people
don’t know yet what the difference is in the
economic policies of Debbie Stabenow and
her opponent, and Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman and their adversaries. They don’t
know. You can tell them. It’s a huge deal.

I got a report last month that said that in-
terest rates—best case for the Republican
plan—that is, if all this money actually comes
in, interest rates would be a point lower every
year for a decade under our plan. That’s
worth for most folks, totaled, $250 billion in
lower home mortgages, $30 billion in lower
car payments, and for those of you with kids
in college, $15 billion in lower student loan
payments. This is a huge deal.

And never mind what happens if the
money doesn’t come in. We don’t have to
spend it if it doesn’t come in, but I promise
you, if they have a tax cut next year and give
it all away, they’re not going to turn around
and raise taxes if it doesn’t come in, and we’ll
be right back in the soup again. And a lot
of you have heard my little joke, but it really
does remind me—their position is like get-
ting one of those letters in the mail from Ed
McMahon—[laughter]—you know, the Pub-
lishers Clearing House, the sweepstakes let-
ter. ‘‘You may have won $10 million.’’ Wow!
If you ran out and spent the money the next
day, you should seriously consider supporting
her opponent in this election. [Laughter] But
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if you didn’t, I hope you’ll stick with her and
with Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and all the
people that have been a part of the enormous
effort to give you the chance to build the
America we enjoy today.

There are huge differences in the environ-
ment. We believe you can improve the envi-
ronment and grow the economy. I think
we’ve got lots of evidence, don’t you? We
have 22 million jobs, cleaner air, cleaner
water, safer food, 3 times as many toxic waste
dumps cleaned up, 43 million more Ameri-
cans breathing air that meets Federal air
standards, and the best economy in history.
If you do it right, you can do it.

Now, they’ve got a commitment to weaken
that. This is a serious choice. You have to
make a choice. And this Medicare drug issue,
it’s a big deal. The average 65-year-old in
America has a life expectancy of 83. People
over 65 in America have the highest life ex-
pectancy of any group of seniors in the world.
But if you want people to live longer and
live well, they have to have access to medi-
cine. Our plan would give everybody that
needs it access to it. It clearly can be paid
for, notwithstanding her opponent’s attacked
her over this because it costs so much. Let
me just tell you something; they have the
Congressional Budget Office; they give us
the cost estimates. By their estimates—by
their estimates, not ours—we can pay for the
drug plan she wants to vote for; we can have
a sizable tax cut to help people with edu-
cation, long-term care, marriage penalty re-
lief, retirement savings; we can invest in edu-
cation; and we can still get the country out
of debt because we have a cushion in case
the money doesn’t come in.

Now, those are the facts. There’s a huge
difference here, big difference in the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. There’s a big difference
in gun safety legislation. You know, the pre-
vious administration, they vetoed the Brady
bill. This crowd is against closing the gun
show loophole. The congressional leadership
was against putting 100,000 police on the
street and another 50,000—this ticket says
they’ll get rid of the program that I’ve worked
so hard for.

I mean, it’s not like you don’t have a test
here. Crime is at a 25-year low. If you put
more police on the street, they stop people

from committing crimes if they’re smart and
they do it right. If you keep more guns out
of the hands of criminals and children, you
don’t have as many people dying. It’s not like
there’s no test here. There’s a big difference.
You’ve got to make sure people understand
this.

They’re committed to repealing Roe v.
Wade. Al Gore is committed to continuing
it. Debbie Stabenow will have to vote on who
gets appointed to the Supreme Court. It’s
a big deal. You have to decide what you be-
lieve.

So I just want to say, I’m not trying to
make you—everybody wants to be happy
now because things are going so well, and
I’m happy they’re going well. But I’m telling
you—and I’d like to sort of ride off into the
sunset singing ‘‘Happy Trails’’—[laughter]—
but life doesn’t work that way. Just because
somebody’s term is over, everything that
needs to be done doesn’t go away.

We’ve got a chance to go out and reach
these—the Native American reservations,
these inner-city neighborhoods, these poor
rural towns that don’t have any kind of eco-
nomic recovery, and give them jobs and busi-
nesses. It will help all the rest of us. We’ve
got all kinds of opportunities out there, but
I’m telling you, there are huge choices. You
just remember what I said. If somebody asks
you what’s the difference in Stabenow-
Abraham, Gore-Bush on economic policy,
can you answer? What’s the difference on
the Patients’ Bill of Rights? What’s the dif-
ference on Medicare drugs? What’s the dif-
ference on the environment? What’s the dif-
ference on gun safety, closing the gun show
loophole? What’s the difference on choice?
Can you answer?

You have got to be able to talk to other
people between now and November and tell
them it may be 50 years before we have a
time like this again, and we can’t blow it.
And I want to tell you something. I worked
with this woman for years now. She is special.
She is strong. She has a good heart, a good
mind, and she’s a good politician in the best
sense. And you’ll be very, very proud of her
when you put her in the Senate.

Thank you very much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Bill and Michelle O’Reilly; State Attor-
ney General Jennifer M. Granholm and her hus-
band, Dan Mulhern; Senator Carl Levin and his
wife, Barbara; philanthropist Peter L.
Buttenweiser; and Jane Hart, widow of former
Senator Philip A. Hart. Representative Stabenow
is a candidate for U.S. Senate from Michigan.

Memorandum on Waiver of
Certification for Conditions
on Assistance for Colombia
August 22, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–28

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver of Certification Under Section 3201
‘‘Conditions on Assistance for Colombia,’’ in
Title III, Chapter 2 of the Emergency
Supplemental Act, FY 2000, as Enacted in
Public Law 106–246

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 3201(a)(4) of the FY 2000 Emer-
gency Supplemental Act (the ‘‘Act’’), I here-
by determine that it is in the national security
interest of the United States to furnish assist-
ance made available under the Act to the
Government of Colombia without regard to
the following provisions of section 3201 of
that Act:

(a)(1)(A)(ii) the Commander General of
the Colombian Armed Forces is
promptly suspending from duty any Co-
lombian Armed Forces personnel who
are credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights or to
have aided or abetted paramilitary
groups;

(a)(1)(A)(iii) the Colombian Armed
Forces and its Commander General are
fully complying with section 3201
(a)(1)(A)(i) and (ii) of the Act;

(a)(1)(B) the Colombian Armed Forces
are cooperating fully with civilian au-
thorities in investigating, prosecuting,

and punishing in the civilian courts Co-
lombian Armed Forces personnel who
are credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights;

(a)(1)(C) the Government of Colombia
is vigorously prosecuting in the civilian
courts the leaders and members of para-
military groups and Colombian Armed
Forces personnel who are aiding or
abetting these groups;

(a)(1)(D) the Government of Colombia
has agreed to and is implementing a
strategy to eliminate Colombia’s total
coca and opium poppy production by
2005 through a mix of alter-native devel-
opment programs; manual eradication;
aerial spraying of chemical herbicides;
tested, environmentally safe
mycoherbicides; and the destruction of
illicit narcotics laboratories on Colom-
bian territory; and

(a)(1)(E) the Colombian Armed Forces
are developing and deploying in their
field units a Judge Advocate General
Corps to investigate Colombian Armed
Forces personnel for misconduct.

I have attached a Memorandum of Jus-
tification for the decision to waive the fore-
going certifications.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this waiver to the appropriate Com-
mittees of the Congress and to arrange for
its publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23, and it
will be published in the Federal Register on Au-
gust 29. The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available the Memorandum of Justification
in Connection With the Waivers Under Section
3201(a)(4) of the Emergency Supplemental Act,
as Enacted in the Military Construction Appro-
priations Act, 2001.
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